329 Percival Avenue 
1850 


Kensington Town Hall 1850-1907 


15t Percival School 1907-1955 


1985 Townwide Historic and Architectural Survey of Berlin, Connecticut. Survey # 141 
1850 _~—— Percival School/ Old Town Hall current owner: Mary Perzanowski 
2018 Town of Berlin GIS Index. Sketch 


1907 current owner: John Drummond 


Historic Buildings of Connecticut 


In the second half of the nineteenth century, the 
Town of Berlin had two town halls to serve the 
two sections of town: Kensington and 
Weraneice: The building at 329 Percival Avenue, built circa 1855, was the Kensington Town Hall until 
1907. In that year, the town acquired Brandegee Hall on Worthington Ridge to be a new Town Hall for 
all of Berlin. The Percival Avenue building became the 1° Percival School. Today it is a private 


residence. ar + oregenaily Toon Hall — 
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DESCRIPTION 


59 SOUTH PROSPECT STREET, HARTFORD, CONNECTICUT 06106 
(203) 566-3005 ee 


STATE OF CONNECTICUT ' 
CONNECTICUT HISTORICAL COMMISSION em pia: | i : = 


\ DISTRICT 1F NR, SPECIFY 
_ #141‘ Js ine: | Chan % Desai 
1. BUILDING NAME (Common) (Historic) : ~ 
Percival School Old Town Hall-Kensington 


2. TOWN CITY VILLAGE OUNTY 
Berlin Kensington Hartford 
R NO NUMBER (andor location) 


29 Percival Avenue 14-2/69/2 
ESNEBISD Wilbur Cross Highway 
Perzanowski, Mar Berlin 06037 Cpubtie LD Private 


- USE (Preseni} (Historic) 


Vacant School, Town Hall 


ACCESSIBILITY] EXTERIOR VEIBLE FROM PUBLIC ROAD WTERIOR ACCESSIOLE | EXPLAIN 
To PuBLic:| x] ves One Clive BONe 


OF BUILDIN o 7) re) 
Greek Revival c. 1855 
6. MATERIALS) (indicate use of location when appropriate) 
hi 
O Clapboord 0 Asbestos Siding DO Brick 0 aii 


Wood Shingle 0 Asphalt Siding 0 Fieldstone 


‘is Boord & Batten 0 Stucco O Cobblestone 

Alumi Cc Cut 

Siding yoo Tip’ __ brownstone foundation 
3. STRUCTURAL SYSTEM 


es Wood frame DO Post and beam [i balloon 


C Load bearing masonry f Structural iron or steel 


RU 10 


B Other (Specify) 
10. ROOF (Type) 


(X) Goble O Flot O Mansard O Monitor G sawtooth 
‘e Gombrel OD Shed O Hip Q Round | ol 


(Material) 


Roll 
ia Wood Shingle Asphalt [= Tin (3 Slote Goble end to the street 


Other : 
Aspholt shingle O Built up ia Tile (Specify) LJ Ridge parallel to the street 


1}. NUMBER OF STORIES] APPROXIMATE DIMENSIONS 
1% 34" x 51° 


ONDITION (Stem tusalh (hater) 


/ 
O Excellent (x) Good oO Foir ic Deteriorated ] Excellent Good 0 Foir (_Jdcteviererea 
V3 INTEGRITY (fo ations (Alterations) 1F YES, EXPLAIN = 
iainal 
err Tees | K] ves [Jno| Remodelled 1907 


REL ED OUTBUILOIN OR LAND P URES 
e Born D0 Shed ie Garage DO Other londscape features or buildings (Specify) 


O pa =) Shop 0 Gorden 


1S SURROUNDING ENVIRONMENT « 

(J Open lond Wood: Kk) Residential 3] Scattered buildings visible from site 
Indus- 

ia Commercial fal ica} Rural XJ High building density 


1h INTERRELATIONSHIP OF BUILOING AND SURROUNDINGS 


Just southeast of Kensington Congregational Church 
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17 OTHER NOTABLE FEATURES OF BUILDING OR SIT 7” 


The Old Town Hall is a simple vernacular building with modest Colonial 
Revival features. The three-bay facade has a central entry with plain 
pilasters, a broad entablature with a central molding, and a molded 
cornice. The entry door has one large pane over panels. Two large 
triple windows with a variety of old and new sash flank the door. There 
are wide plain pilasters at all four corners and a plain entablature 
with a central molding. The molded cornice shows a full return; the 
tympanum contains a semi-circular panel with a molded surround and a 
scroll reading “Percival School 1907." To the left is a side entry 
similar to the front; the right elevation has an entry with a simpler 
molded surround. The rear elevation is similar to the front, but 
without the entry, panel, and scroll. 


DESCRIPTION (Continued) 


Like modern day Berlin residents, those of the 19th century had their 
differences over the location of the town hall. As a result, town 
meetings were held in even years in Kensington, and on odd years on 


w Worthington Ridge. This was the Kensington town hall, built shortly 
z after 1855. When Brandegee Hall on Worthington Ridge became the 
v location of a single town hall in the early 1900s,. the building was 
= renovated by Architect Max J. Unkleback to serve as a school. In recent 
re years, it has been privately held, and is currently being renovated for 
2 a second time, apparently for residential use. 
This building is significant as an example of the first generation of 
town halls. In the 1840s and 1850s small frame structures like this 
were built to accomodate the public meetings which in earlier times 
had been held in the Congregational méetinghouses. 
“ 1855 Atlas 
u| 1869 Atlas 
S| Berlin Town Report, 1859 : 
%] Trumbull, II, p. 21 : 


